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American writer William Arthur Ward once 
said, “Feeling gratitude and not expressing it is 
like wrapping a present and not giving it.”

We in the ag sector aren’t exactly known for 
waxing poetic about our feelings, and I’m not 
looking to change the stereotype! Ward’s words 

struck a chord with me though.

I started with Pharmco in 1996 as an intern and joined the team 
full-time in 1997. In nearly two decades, the Pharmco team has 
become family, and each one of our customers is a friend. We 
take business seriously and work hard to help you be your best. 
On the same note, we believe a life worth living is a life worth 
enjoying.

If you’ve never been in a Pharmco store, I encourage you to give 
us a look. The coffee’s always on, and each of our teams is happy 
to answer your questions.

We are a leader in the ag industry and offer a wide variety of 
services and products. From ranchers wanting to build feed 
rations to farmers needing the latest advances in seed technol-
ogy to animal lovers looking to provide the best for their pets, 
we really do have something for everyone. The best way to really 
know all we can offer you is to stop in or visit http://pharmcosd.com/.

To our customers, all I can really say is  “thank you”. I know you 
are inundated every day with marketing offers, and I am hum-
bled to know you continue choosing Pharmco! Please continue 
communicating with your Pharmco team and working with us 
to be only better.

I don’t see the business of agriculture getting any less compli-
cated in 2016. Farmers, ranchers, and feeders will surely face 
challenges to stay profitable and relevant in today’s changing 
climate. But, as we close out the year, I hope each of you re-
members your Pharmco team is working with and for you!

By Chris Nelson, General Manager, (605) 680-3374

YOU + PHARMCO = A WINNING COMBINATION YEAR AFTER YEAR

Continued on page 2

PLAN NOW FOR 2016 PLANTING

As we go into winter, 
volatility in livestock and 
grain markets continues. 
They just can’t seem to 
figure out which way 
they want to go. Volatility 
leads to a lot of uncer-

tainty on what to plant and what to feed. 
I’ve also been fielding more questions on 
new options, ideas, or concepts that can 
be used to help with marginalized prices.

One of many new options for spring 

2016 is implementing new oat varieties. 
We’ll have two new varieties—Natty and 
Hayden—available in limited quantities 
at all of our Pharmco locations. These are 
both SDSU protected varieties. Natty did 
very well in Tripp County and northern 
Charles Mix.  We saw yields in the 120-
140 bushel range with this variety.

Both varieties are taller, which allows 
them to work quite well for hay. Espe-
cially with volatile markets and unknown 
weather conditions, the versatility of 

both Natty and Hayden oats make them 
excellent options to consider. These 
varieties have great yield and tonnage 
potential with tremendous test weights. 
They were both in the top three in our 
Pharmco-Winner plot and have a bright 
future ahead.

Speaking of the Pharmco-Winner plot, 
we did a test on oats there this sum-
mer. We took seven varieties of oats and 
drilled them. We then took the same 

By Tresh Swedlund, Winner Manager, (605) 840-4070
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The year is winding down fast, and a lot of 
producers in our area continue wracking their 
brains for creative, effective, and efficient ways 
to overcome feed shortages and navigate vol-
atile markets. Add in the general challenges of 
being a cattle producer, and this time of year 
can be stressful.

Fortunately, Pharmco is a leader in the animal health industry, 
and we’re here to help you!

Nate shares some great tips and information in this issue related 
to the importance of cow herd health through the winter months.

One thing many guys in my area utilize is winter grazing. For some, 
this means turning cows out on cornstalks. For others, it means 
strategically grazing reserved pastures. Still others use a combination 
of methods to lower costs while maintaining herd health.

We’ve found supplement tubs to be an important addition to 
winter grazing systems. That’s not all the  “famous”  tubs are 
good for though, which is why Pharmco carries tub mixes 
from ADM Alliance Nutrition®, MLS®, Purina® Rangeland, and 
Hubbard®. 

Our 32% protein tub contains urea. Urea helps a cow produce 
her own protein by giving off ammonia in the rumen, which 
helps increase the digestion and utilization of lower quality 
forage. Made up of about one-third urea, these tubs really shine 
on old grass or cornstalks.

We also carry a 40% protein tub by ADM® known as the  “corn-
stalk”  tub. This tub has been popular in our service area and is a 
great way to utilize available feed options while cost-effectively 
ensuring nutritional quality.

Stockers and backgrounders aren’t forgotten in our line of 
tubs either! Our 20% natural tub is a great all-around tub. In 
addition to adding protein to a backgrounding or stocker calf 
scenario, these all-natural tubs can be effectively used with 
cows year-round. With no urea or additives, it’s even a safe 
choice for horses.

Our high-fat tubs are a big hit for producers looking to support 
heifers and older cows. These tubs have even earned the nickname  
“breeder tubs”  because of the boost we’ve seen in middle-aged 
cows. Cows look and breed back better thanks to the added en-
ergy in this tub. Our high-fat tubs are also high in magnesium, 
so you’ll get two birds with one stone.

Each of our stores also offers a wide range of additives to best fit 
your operation. We can even formulate a tub with Bovatec® for 
operations struggling against or looking to prevent coccidiosis.

There are a lot of options—not only to meet your herd’s needs, 
but also to cover your product needs. I hope you know how 
grateful all of us at Pharmco are to be the option you choose.

The coffee’s always on, so stop in any time to visit about your 
operation’s needs. From the Chamberlain crew to yours, Merry 
Christmas and Happy 2016, too!

RUB-A-DUB-DUB, THERE’S NUTRITION IN THAT TUB
By Tony Donovan, Chamberlain Manager, (605) 730-0624

seven varieties and treated them with 
Rancona fungicide before drilling. The 
results were staggering. There was an 
across-the-board yield bump of approx-
imately 10 bushels on the treated. Each 
variety got some boost and some varieties 
showed even more than 10 bushels.

Treating your oats could be a profitable 
investment to consider as you prepare for 
the next planting season. 

Finally, I know more and better grazing 
options are on everyone’s mind. Pharmco 

was able to secure a new forage winter 
wheat called Willow Creek. This variety 
originated from Montana, and it is strictly 
bred for forage. 

This wheat is hulless. It also has a large 
ratio of leaf and stem. It is not rye. It is not 
triticale. It is a winter wheat grown the 
same as all other varieties here. It has tak-
en out a lot of rye and triticale production 
in Montana because of its tonnage yields.

Willow Creek will not yield much grain; 
remember, it is bred for forage. It has 

consistently put out five-ton dry matter 
feedstuffs and will tiller rapidly. It is also 
bred to be grazed hard in fall and spring.  It 
can be grazed, then hayed and sprayed off.  
It should be cut at heading time, so around 
June 15 is harvest time. This allows you 
plenty of time for 1.0 maturity soybeans, 
cane, millet, or even shorter day silage corn. 
We have 1,000 acres out in the area, so 
ask us about options going into next year.

Stay safe during the winter time hours. We 
look forward to helping you with new ideas 
and moving your operation into the future.

PLAN NOW FOR 2016 PLANTING Continued from page 1

Photo credit to Jaimi Lammers, Lammers Design + Photography



When we opened Pharmco more than 
20 years ago, our goal was to be a top- 
notch source for all your animal health 
products. Quickly, we realized you—our 
loyal customers—deserved even more, 
and we began growing our services 
while expanding our locations.

Today, with four locations, a long list 
of services, and your support, we have 
become a full-service feed, seed, animal 
health, and farm and ranch equipment 
provider serving the Midwest. We have 
worked to become a trusted provider of 
services and products for many of you, 
and the only thing that seems fitting to 
say is thank you!

Our services have expanded to better 
help you reach your goals. Yet, we’ve also 
developed something even stronger over 
the years; something that lies under all 
we do.

As we grew to serve you, so did our net-
work of industry connections.

We work hard to stay connected and 
build a network of trusted, respected in-
dustry experts. One of the areas I’ve con-
centrated most on is building our cattle 
network. We’ve developed relationships 
with cattle investors, sale barns, custom 
feed yards, cattle buyers, and others to 
help ensure you a wide range of viable 
options.

Together, we can review 
your ranching or feedlot 
operation’s needs, 
strengths, and oppor-
tunities. Then, we can reach into our rep-
utable cattle network to find connections 
that will help you reach your goals. You 
can find more details on what our cattle 
network could mean to you by visiting 
http://pharmcosd.com/cattle-network.

Farming and ranching both bring great 
challenge and uncertainty. I don’t know 
what 2016 will bring, but I do know all 
of us at Pharmco are looking forward 
to sharing in the coming year with you. 
Through it all, you can count on the 
Pharmco team to be a knowledgeable, 
dependable resource. We’re proud to of-
fer you access to a strong, viable network 
of experts.

We’re also grateful to all of you who con-
sider us reliable industry partners! Thank 
you for a fantastic 2015, and cheers to all 
that is to come in 2016.

By Phil Johnson, Animal Nutritionist, (605) 730-2020

A CATTLE NETWORK TO INCREASE YOUR OPTIONS 

IF MAMA AIN’T HAPPY, AIN’T NOBODY HAPPY

I can’t ignore the obvious, so above all else, I’m 
wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year! This is a joyful time of year in my 
family, and I hope you can say the same in 
yours.

As we’re preparing to enjoy this season, I’ve 
been thinking a lot about the needs of cow and bull herds going 
into winter. 

It can be tempting to feed lower quality feedstuffs in the winter, 
especially when you’re looking to stay profitable. However, if 
you want your cattle herd to be profitable for the long haul, 
these months before calving and breeding seasons are absolute-
ly the most important nutritionally.

A bred cow could eat all she wants every day and still be under- 
nourished if what you’re feeding isn’t nutritionally appropriate. 
Deficiencies in the cow can lead to abortion, sick calves, and an 
inability to breed back. Being undernourished also adds unnec-
essary stress on your herd when nasty winter weather strikes.

Nutritional requirements, especially energy, increase in the 
winter, and your bulls are no different. You’ve surely invested 
well into your herd sires. Taking care of them during the win-
ter months will help ensure they continue working for you 

come breeding season.

At the basic level, I recommend:
• Increasing ration TDN to meet additional energy needs, espe-

cially during bad weather.
• Feeding corn or grain by-products like soybean hulls, corn 

gluten feed, or distillers grain for increased protein and  
energy.

• Providing a high-quality vitamin-mineral mix like any of 
those offered by Pharmco.

• Managing resources to keep the best quality feeds for late 
gestation and lactation without shorting the cow herd now.

Keeping your cows and bulls healthy and profitable through 
the winter also requires care with your operation set-up. Be 
sure to offer adequate protection from the bitter, winter winds. 
Additionally, provide dry bedding areas with corn stover or 
other crop residues; protection from the wind and cold doesn’t 
amount to much if your cattle are wet.

Properly feeding your cows and bulls in the winter can definite-
ly be a challenge, but you’re not in it alone. Each of our locations 
has an expert team available to help you evaluate your feed 
rations and operation set-up to make sure your herd needs are 
met. Please stop in to visit and see what we can do for you!

By Nate Timmerman, Platte Manager, (605) 680-6283



You can count on Pharmco for all 
your farming and ranching needs. 
Did you know you can also count 
on Pharmco for a great selection 
of gifts?

From guns for all ages to grills or 
new Bogs®, our stores in Cham-
berlain, Platte, Winner, and at 
the Paragon south of Kimball 

are stocked to help with your 
last-minute gifts. We carry the top 
brands of rifles, shotguns, and 
pistols. Plus, we have the ammu-
nition, blinds, decoys, and targets 
to complement any firearm gift!

No matter the time of year, there’s 
also nothing quite like grilling. We 
are your source for Traeger® Wood 

Pellet Grills, wood pellets, deep fat 
fryers, and a variety of delicious 
seasonings and sauces.

Of course, you can never go 
wrong with a Pharmco gift card—
especially for those who have 
everything or if the holiday shop-
ping clock is ticking away! Visit 
your local Pharmco team today.

PO BOX 947 
36590 SD Highway 44
Platte, SD 57369-0947

MAKE A LIST, CHECK IT TWICE—SHOP AT YOUR LOCAL PHARMCO

By Myron Veurink, Kimball Manager, (605) 682-9175

RING IN A NEW YEAR WITH PHARMCO

Merry Christmas, and 
Happy New Year! With 
another year winding 
down quickly, I hope 
you’re able to relax and 
enjoy special time with 
loved ones. 

Reflecting on the year, I find myself hum-
bled by and grateful for the loyal custom-
ers who make Pharmco—especially the 
Paragon—so successful! Our Kimball lo-
cation continues to thrive because of the 
local producers who find value in having 
a variety of ag services under one roof. It’s 
a privilege for me to work with all of you. 
Your choice to partner with Pharmco isn’t 
something any of us take lightly, and I 
look forward to working for you through-

out the New Year.

As you reflect on the past year, I’m sure 
you’ve taken a hard look at what worked 
well, what could have worked better, and 
what didn’t work at all. It’s nearly impos-
sible to predict our 2016 growing climate; 
the markets might be the only thing that 
fluctuates more! BUT …

When you partner with Pharmco, you’re 
enlisting an entire team of experts 
to help you make the most educated 
decisions possible based on your opera-
tion’s unique needs. We proudly carry a 
large selection of Pioneer® corn hybrids, 
soybean varieties, and alfalfa. You can also 
count on us to offer proven, high quality 
oat and wheat varieties, and we’re your 

one-stop shop when it comes to all your 
livestock needs.

We want you to reap the rewards of your 
ag lifestyle, as you enjoy the holidays 
with your family and friends. Then when 
you’re back to business and looking 
ahead, be sure to plan a visit with me or 
your local Pharmco team.

Tresh outlines some great new oat varieties 
in his column this month, and as always, 
we’ll have Jerry, Reeves, Shelby 427, and 
Goliath oats on hand. Plan now to get 
your orders in early, and take every advan-
tage to ensure a great 2016 crop season. 
Supplies for some varieties—especially our 
new SDSU protected varieties—will be 
very limited, so order early!


